
Memory Work 
AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH IT  

IN A SIMPLE WAY TO HIS HOUSEHOLD 
 

The Catechism—Last week:  
Confession—HOW CHRISTIANS SHOULD BE TAUGHT TO CONFESS 
What is the Office of the Keys? 
The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given to His 
church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold forgiveness 
from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent. 
 
This week: Confession—HOW CHRISTIANS SHOULD BE TAUGHT TO CONFESS 
Where is this written? [Office of the Keys] 
This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The Lord Jesus 
breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone 
his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” (John 
20:22-23) 
 
Hymn of the Week: Up through Endless Ranks of Angels – LSB 491 (st. 1) 

1 Up through endless ranks of angels, 
    Cries of triumph in His ears, 
To His heav’nly throne ascending, 
    Having vanquished all their fears, 
Christ looks down upon His faithful, 
    Leaving them in happy tears. 

Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005085 
 

Memory Verses for the Week 
For this week: “Come now, and let us reason together,” says the Lord, “though your 

sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isaiah 1:18 

For last week: Psalm 51:17 

The Congregation at Prayer 
A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer 

For the week of Ascension 
May 16–22, 2021 

 
The Order of Meditation and Prayer 

Pray and confess out loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as 
your family size and ages dictate. Learn by heart the catechism and hymn of the week. 

 
Invocation 
 In the Name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Apostles Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Psalm Psalm 110 (antiphon: v. 1) 
 
Recite Memory Work (see back page) 
 
Daily Readings 
 Sunday, May 16 – Luke 24:44-53 

 Monday, May 17 – John 10:17-21 

 Tuesday, May 18 – John 10:22-31 

 Wednesday, May 19 – John 10:32-42 

 Thursday, May 20 – John 11:1-27 

 Friday, May 21 – John 11:28-44 

 Saturday, May 22 – John 11:45-57 



Prayers 
Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the 
heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with 
Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
O Lord, look down from heaven, behold, visit, and relieve Your servants who stand 
in need of our prayers: 

 
Resurrection Lutheran Church 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod 
(The Revd.) President Matthew 

Harrison 
(The Revd.) President Michael 

Newman 
Our Concordia Seminaries, Colleges,  

and Schools 
Our Sister Churches 
The United States of America 
President Joseph Biden 
Governor Greg Abbott 
Seth Nordmeyer 
Candace Dominguez 
Kay Klaus 
Loretta Lowe 
Evelyn Martin 
Orman Kalien 
Billy Charles Mikeska 
Ronald Klaus 
Nancy Timmer 
Jewel Floyd 
Liza and Giovanine Mugnolo 
Anthony and Barbara Mugnolo 

Ben and Emily Leeper 
Lauren VanCleaf 
Glenda Mikeska 
Charles and Christiana Nemec 
Alice Dahlman 
The Revd. David Ebert 
All who are suffering from Covid-19 
The Revd. Garrett Buvinghausen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Look upon them with the eyes of Your mercy; grant them comfort and sure 
confidence in You; defend them from all danger, and keep them in perpetual peace 
and safety, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 

(Morning) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would 
keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please 
You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 
(Evening) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all 
my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your 
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be 
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 
Explanation of the Week: 

Jesus Is Ascended, but Not Absent 
On the fortieth day after His resurrection, our Lord ascended to the right hand of the 
Father. But although Jesus is hidden from your eyes, He is not absent from you. For 
He now fills all things in heaven and on earth. He continues "to do and to teach" (Acts 
1:1), preaching repentance and forgiveness of sins through those sent in His name 
(Mark 16:14-20; Luke 24:44-53), giving you His true body and blood in the Supper. 
Jesus is your great Elijah who pours out on you a double portion of His Spirit in the 
Word and the Sacraments (2 Kings 2:5-15). He is Lord over all things for the sake of 
the Church. He whom heaven cannot contain has raised your human nature to share 
fully in the glory of God. You who believe and are baptized into Christ's body are 
already sitting in the heavenly places; for you are in Him who is at the Father's right 
hand. When He comes again in the clouds on the Last Day, you also will appear with 
Him in glory.  


