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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 
Beloved in the Lord, 

 

This last year was certainly one that threw us all for a loop and if anything, it taught us that we need to 
be on our toes when it comes to what we listen to and what we watch regarding just about anything in this 
world. There have been many different messages put forth on whether masks work in reducing transmission 
of the virus, whether the vaccine for the coronavirus works, and whether in-person attendance for the Divine 
Service is essential. There have also been many different messages put forth on political and other fronts that 
we don’t have time to go into here. 

Yet there is one message that we as Christians must be especially aware of right now, and that is the 
fact that several pharmaceutical companies have used aborted fetal cell lines in either the development, 
production, and/or lab testing of the vaccine for the coronavirus. The details are a bit complex and the ethical 
questions become even more so when you consider what stage aborted fetal cell lines were used in the 
creation of a vaccine that many people will wind up taking. Regardless of the details being complex we must 
be diligent in our understanding and refusal to comply with receiving a vaccine that has any connection to 
aborted children. 

You may be wondering whether you should take the vaccine for various reasons, and I pray that you 
would also consider whether to take the vaccine regarding its connection to using the cells of an aborted 
child. It’s shameful that we would even need to consider this, but we must consider it if we are to be 
consistent in our confession that life matters and that to profit off of the remains of a child killed in the 
womb is a grave error, to say the least. What do we confess to the world if on one hand we say that all life is 
precious and then we turn around and knowingly receive a vaccine built by tissue harvested from a murdered 
child? 

You may think I am being unduly harsh in this regard, but it is our duty as Christians to ask the tough 
questions and plunge into the ethical issues for the sake of the innocent and helpless children who are 
murdered in the womb and then exploited through medical testing. Let me be clear: I am not saying you 
shouldn’t get vaccinated at all. What I am saying is before you get vaccinated for the coronavirus, ask your 
doctor/healthcare provider whether aborted fetal cell lines were used at any point in that particular 
formulation of the vaccine and if they were, please refuse. There are other vaccines out there that aren’t 
tainted by aborted fetal cells lines. Find out which ones they are and seek them out if you must have the 
vaccine. Do this for the sake of the children that are being exploited and make the sacrifice so that others 
would know how grave this situation is. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Buvinghausen 
1 Corinthians 2:1-2 
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TUESDAY MORNING 
BIBLE CLASS   
Studying Jonah.  We meet 
at 10 a.m. 
 
MORNING PRAYER 
This is a 15 minute prayer 
service.  Begins at 9:30 
 
LUTHERAN PUBLIC RADIO 
Download the app: www.lutheranpublicradio.org 
Listen to Issues, Etc. 3pm – 5pm weekdays or 
on demand.  Listen to sacred music 24/7.  
 

 
 

PRAYER LIST 
There will no prayer list in the newsletter any 
longer.  We’re going to consolidate the prayer 
list on the Congregation at Prayer so that it’s in 
one spot and updated weekly. Having it in three 
places was confusing for people and it was hard 
to keep it all consistent. This way we’ll have it all 
in one place. 
 

 
 COVID  We continue to 
encourage everyone who 
attends church to wear a 
facial covering as 
recommended by state and 
local officials. 
Please be cautious as you 
go about town on errands 

and so forth.  We continue to have Covid cases 
in Fredericksburg. Most of us here at 
Resurrection are older, and we have many with 
underlying health conditions.  We must work 
together to insure the health of all. 
 
 

Origins of Epiphany

 
 

Epiphany is both a day and a season on the 
church calendar. The day is January 6; the 
season is the time between the close of the 
Christmas celebration and the beginning of Lent. 
 
The word epiphany has a variety of meanings 
intimately related to one another. Epiphany 
means the shining of a light, a shining forth, a 
manifestation, an appearance, or a revelation. 
 
The Day of the Epiphany, with Easter and 
Pentecost, is one of the three oldest and most 
important festivals observed by Christians. This 
is true even though today the festival seems to 
be little understood and under-celebrated. 
 
The Festival of the Epiphany apparently had its 
origin in the east at the beginning of the third 
century. By the end of the third century, January 
6 had become the accepted date for the 
celebration of the festival. In those days, 
Epiphany Day commemorated the birth of 
Jesus, His Baptism, and His first miracle at 
Cana in Galilee. At the outset, it was a 
splendorous, multifaceted commemoration. 
In the middle of the fourth century, the Western 
Church moved the celebration of Christmas as 
the birthday of Jesus to December 25. So the 
Epiphany festival took on new meaning for the 
western, and many eastern, churches. In the 
west, the visit of the Wise Men came to have the 
position of prominence on Epiphany day, and, in 
time, other events of the day were assigned to 
the Sundays of the Epiphany season. 
 
Today, for example, we commemorate the 
baptism of Jesus on the First Sunday after the 
Epiphany. 
 Excerpt from he Lutheran Witness 2009 
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CAN YOU HELP? 
As businesses are shuttered or operated at reduced levels, many people are finding it necessary to go to 
community food banks to be able to feed their families.  This is true here in Gillespie County.  Our Food 
Bank is operated by member churches and is dependent on donations of money and food.  
   
Donations of food products are welcomed at the Food Pantry during business hours: Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday from 1 - 5 pm. 
 
The following items are those needed most: 
Sugar   Flour  Peanut Butter 
Canned Meat  Soup  Cereal 
Canned Fruit and Vegetables 
 
Monetary donations may be mailed to 
 Fredericksburg Food Pantry 
 P.O. Box 2165 
 Fredericksburg, TX 78624  
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Musical  
Notes 
There are so many epiphany hymns that I 
love, it is hard to single just one out. (If 
you have a hymnal at home, take time to 
read through all of them.) I finally decided 
on LSB 412, The People That in Darkness 
Sat.  I especially like verses 3 and 4. "To us 

a Child of hope is born, To us a Son is giv'n"  and "His name shall be the Prince of Peace, The Everlasting 
Lord...The God by all adored". What else can I say? 

1. The people that in darkness sat 
A glorious light have seen; 
The light has shined on them who long 
In shades of death have been. 

2. To hail Thee, Sun of Righteousness, 
The gathering nations come; 
They joy as when the reapers bear 
Their harvest treasures home. 

3. For Thou their burden dost remove 
And break the tyrant's rod 
As in the day when Midian fell 
Before the sword of God. 

4. To us a Child of hope is born, 
To us a Son is given, 
And on His shoulder ever rests 
All power in earth and heaven. 

5. His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 
The Everlasting Lord, 
The Wonderful, the Counselor. 
The God by all adored. 

6. His righteous government and power 
Shall over all extend; 
On judgment and on justice based, 
His reign shall have no end. 

7. Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 
And make us Thine alone, 
Who with the Father ever art 
And Holy Spirit, one. 
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The Lutheran Women Missionary League focuses on among the people of the 
world. For over 60 years the LWML has been encouraging and equipping 
affirming each woman in her relationship with Christ to enable her to be in 
ministry women to live out their Christian lives in active mission ministries and 
to financially support global mission  
 
 

Diane Garza, our treasurer, is collecting mites on Sundays. 
Look for the special basket designated for that. 

Also. Pick up your Quarterly magazine! 
 

 
Visit http://www.lwml.org for news and devotions.  

 
Mary Martha’s CASSEROLE 

MINISTRY  
 
We need to replenish the stash of 
casseroles in the church freezer. 
If you want to help, here is the procedure: 

 Get a foil casserole/loaf pan 
from the kitchen.  It comes 
with a cardboard cover. 

 You can purchase this pan at 
HEB.  It comes in sets of three. 

 Make your casserole or meal.  It should be about two or three servings.  
Sometimes it is convenient to make a larger recipe for yourself and share it with the 
casserole ministry.  Do not make food too spicy or too salty, since many members 
have dietary considerations. 

 Label contents and any reheating directions.  Add the date (and a personal 
message, if you like). 

 Place in a freezer bag to make it easier to transport. 

 Put in the freezer at church. 

Karen Schade is our new hospitality chairman.  If you have any questions about this ministry, please 
talk to her.  If you need some help with meals, please talk to Karen or Pastor.  We all need to help 
each other during these trying times.  It is a blessing to give as much as it is to receive! 
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CHURCH MORTGAGE  Utilizing Building Fund again. 

DATE PAID AMOUNT PAID INTEREST PRINCIPLE DAYS BALANCE Balance Forward $28,368.03 
1/2/21 $4,119.11  $82.74  $4,036.37  30 $24,331.66  Bldg Fund $3,713 12/20/20 

  $406.11  $0.00  $406.11   $23,925.55    
  $406.11  $0.00  $406.11   $23,519.44   
  $406.11  $0.00  $406.11   $23,113.33    
  $406.11  $0.00  $406.11   $22,707.22   
  $406.11  $0.00  $406.11   $22,301.11   
  $406.11  $0.00  $406.11   $21,895.00   
  $406.11  $0.00  $406.11   $21,488.89   
  $406.11  $0.00  $406.11   $21,082.78   
  $406.11  $0.00  $406.11   $20,676.67    
  $406.11  $0.00  $406.11   $20,270.56   
  $406.11  $0.00  $406.11   $19,864.45   
        
        
TOTALS $8,586.32  $82.74  $8,503.58      Current Interest Rate 3.5%. 
                             
             
         DUE 10 TH 
      PAYMENT $406.11  
        
       New Payment $406.11 as of  
       June 10, 2019 until June 2022. 
       The old interest rate was 3.00%  
       The New interest rate is 3.50%. 

 


