
Memory Work 
The Catechism— This week: The Creed—The First Article 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
What does this mean? 
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and 
soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care 
of them.  
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and 
children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I 
need to support this body and life.  
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this 
He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or 
worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 
This is most certainly true. 
 

Hymn of the Week: Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding – LSB 345 (sts. 1-4) 
1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! 

    “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 
“Cast away the works of darkness, 
    All you children of the day!” 

  
2 Startled at the solemn warning, 

    Let the earthbound soul arise; 
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, 
    Shines upon the morning skies. 

  

3 See, the Lamb, so long expected, 
    Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
    One and all, to be forgiv’n; 

  
4 So, when next He comes in glory 

    And the world is wrapped in fear, 
He will shield us with His mercy 
    And with words of love draw near. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Memory Verses for the Week 

For this week: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made 
through Him, and without Him nothing was made.  John 1:1-3 

For last week: Psalm 33:6 

The Congregation at Prayer 
A Guide for Daily Meditation and Prayer 

For the week of Gaudete 
December 13 – 19, 2020 

 
The Order of Meditation and Prayer 

Pray and confess out loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as 
your family size and ages dictate. Learn by heart the catechism and hymn of the week. 

 
Invocation 
 In the Name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Apostles Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Psalm Psalm 85 (antiphon: v. 9) 
 
Recite Memory Work (see back page) 
 
Daily Readings 
 Sunday, December 13 – Matthew 11:2-11 

 Monday, December 14 – Hebrews 10: 35-39 

 Tuesday, December 15 – Luke 21:5-24 

 Wednesday, December 16 – Luke 12:35-59 

 Thursday, December 17 – James 5:7-11 

 Friday, December 18 – Luke 1:1-25 

 Saturday, December 19 – Luke 1:26-38 



Prayers 
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of 
our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
O Lord, look down from heaven, behold, visit, and relieve Your servants who stand 
in need of our prayers: 

 
Resurrection Lutheran Church 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod 
(The Revd.) President Matthew 

Harrison 
(The Revd.) President Michael 

Newman 
Our Concordia Seminaries, Colleges,  

and Schools 
Our Sister Churches 
The United States of America 
President Donald Trump 
Governor Greg Abbott 
Seth Nordmeyer 
Candace Dominguez 
Samantha Marcee 
Darcee Moerbe 
Kay Klaus 
Loretta Lowe 
Evelyn Martin 
Sharon Feller 
Lourilea Wenzel 
Orman Kalien 
Billy Charles Mikeska 
Ronald Klaus 
Nancy Timmer 
Jewel Floyd 

Liza and Giovanine Mugnolo 
Anthony Mugnolo 
Ben and Emily Leeper 
Debbie Ramsey 
All who are suffering from Covid-19 
Pastor Garrett Buvinghausen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Look upon them with the eyes of Your mercy; grant them comfort and sure 
confidence in You; defend them from all danger, and keep them in perpetual peace 
and safety, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism 

(Morning) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would 
keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please 
You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 
(Evening) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all 
my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your 
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be 
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 
Explanation of the Week: 

John the Baptizer Prepares the Way for the Lord 
The voice of the Baptizer cried out in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the Lord . . 
." (Isa. 40:1). John called the people to be made ready for the Messiah's coming 
through repentance, for "all flesh is grass" (Isa. 40:6). Now He asks from prison, "Are 
you the one who is to come . . .?" (Matt. 11:2). Jesus' works bear witness that He is. 
The sick are made well; the dead are raised, and the poor have the Gospel preached to 
them. Their iniquity is pardoned; they have received from the Lord's hand double 
forgiveness for all their sins. The "stewards of the mysteries of God" (1 Cor. 4:1) still 
deliver Christ's overflowing forgiveness to the poor in spirit, comforting God's people 
with the word of the Gospel which stands forever. This Gospel produces rejoicing 
among all those who believe.  


