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Beloved in the Lord, 
 We are at that time of year again where we prepare for the coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. We prepare during Advent in looking to His promise that He will return on the Last Day to usher 
all believers into His everlasting kingdom which He will prepare in the new heavens and the new earth. 
We also prepare for the event that if He does not return in glory soon we would be able to celebrate His 
birth and the wonderful mystery of the incarnation; the eternal Word of God becoming flesh in Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. We have much to ponder at this time and I don’t want to get ahead of myself in looking 
to Christmas before we get through Advent, but I found a prayer from Johann Eichorn in CPH’s Lutheran 
Prayer Companion (pp. 40-41) which focuses on preparation on Christmas Day. Please feel free to use 
this in your devotions this Advent and Christmas season and may it bless you in orienting your heart, 
mind, and entire being toward the riches that we have in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

“O Lord of Sabaoth, Holy God, how heartily we rejoice at the return of this sacred time, that 
we may go into Your house to gaze upon the beauty of Your worship and to inquire in Your 
temple, that in the assembly we may hear of the mystery which is great indeed: that God, 
Your Son, was manifested in the flesh and, according to the flesh, born of the seed of David! 
Grant us, we beseech You, life and blessing, that throughout this day and at all times we 
may go around Your altar, where thanksgiving is proclaimed aloud and all Your wondrous 
deeds are told, and that we may go with the throng and lead them in the procession to the 
house of God with glad shouts and songs of praise, a multitude keeping festival. Give our 
preachers and ministers a mouth and wisdom, that they may preach to us what You 
command them, and that, in opening their mouth boldly, they may so instruct us that their 
doctrine may flow like a life-giving spring. In so doing, may they save both themselves and 
us. Of Lord, open our hearts, that we may with joy and heartfelt devotion hear and hold fast 
the comforting and graceful sermons on the saving birth and incarnation of Your beloved 
Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Grant, O faithful Father, that we may greatly rejoice in the 
Lord, and our soul may exult in our God and Savior and sing glad songs of salvation in the 
tents of the righteous. Create in us clean hearts, O God, that by true repentance we may 
duly and worthily prepare and ready ourselves for the sacred occasion now approaching. 
Preserve us in these solemn days and at all times from fire, sedition, murder, and 
manslaughter. Curb all the works of the flesh, as adultery, sexual immorality, impurity, 
sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, murder, drunkenness, and gluttony. Restrain the 
devil, who, being a liar and murderer, eagerly seeks to hinder our good devotion and drive 
us to such sins. And help us to conclude these solemn days with good health, rest, and 
peace, for our own comfort and blessed edification, that we may partake of all the benefits 
of our dear newborn Christ unto our eternal salvation. Amen.” 

 
In Christ, 
Pastor Buvinghausen 
1 Corinthians 2:1-2  
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TUESDAY MORNING 
BIBLE CLASS   
Is not meeting for the 
month of November, but 
we will begin our study on 
Jonah on Tuesday 
December 1st at 10am 
 
MORNING PRAYER Join 
us Monday through Thursday at 9:30.  This is a 
15 minute prayer service. 
 
ADVENT SERVICES 
There will be two Advent services each week in 
Advent: one at noon and the other at 7pm. 
 
 Wednesday, December 2 
 Wednesday, December 9 
 Wednesday, December 16. 

 
ADVENT DEVOTIONALS 
are in everyone’s box and 
focus on the theme for our 
Advent Midweek services: 
“Now, at the last, and unto 
eternity.” The daily 

devotions span the time of Advent through the 
12 days of Christmas. 
 
LUTHERAN PUBLIC RADIO 
Download the app: www.lutheranpublicradio.org 
Listen to Issues, Etc. 3pm – 5pm weekdays or 
on demand.  Listen to sacred music 24/7.  
 

PRAYER LIST 
There will be no prayer list in the newsletter any 
longer.  We’re going to consolidate the prayer 
list on the Congregation at Prayer so that it’s in 
one spot and updated weekly. Having it in three 
places was confusing for people and it was hard 
to keep it all consistent. This way we’ll have it all 
in one place. 
 

COVID  We continue to 
encourage everyone who 
attends church to wear a 
facial covering as 
recommended by state and 
local officials. 
Please be cautious as you 
go about town on errands and so forth.  We 
continue to have Covid cases in Fredericksburg.  
In fact, there has been a significant increase in 
active cases in our county.  Most of us here at 
Resurrection are older, and we have many with 
underlying health conditions.  We must work 
together to ensure the health of all. 
 
VOTER’S MEETING SUNDAY DEC. 20TH 
AFTER CHURCH. 
 
CAN YOU HELP? 
We have all seen 
the long lines at 
food banks 
throughout the 
United States.  As 
businesses are 
shuttered or 
operated at 
reduced levels, 
many people are 
finding it 
necessary to go to 
community food 
banks to be able 
to feed their 
families.  This is true here in Fredericksburg as 
well.  Our Food Bank is operated by member 
churches and is dependent on donations of 
money and food.  
   
Donations of food products are welcomed at 
the Food Pantry during business hours: Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday from 1 - 5 pm. 
 
The following items are those needed most: 
Sugar   Flour 
Peanut Butter Canned Meat 
Soup   Cereal 
Canned Fruit and Vegetables 
 
Monetary donations may be mailed to 
 Fredericksburg Food Pantry 
 P.O. Box 2165 
 Fredericksburg, TX 78624 
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THE CROSS IN THE CHRISTMAS TREE 
The Children’s Christmas Program  

Wednesday December 23rd 
6:00 pm.  

 

We’re doing something different this year and experimenting with having a dedicated children’s 
program on its own day.  We encourage everyone who is able to come and support the kids! 
 

Christmas Eve 
Lessons and 
Carols 
 December 24th at 7pm 
 
with readings from Holy Scripture and 
corresponding Christmas carols. The 
children will be singing select hymn 
stanzas and (possibly) playing the bells. 
 

Christmas Day  
Divine Service  
December 25th at 10:30am 
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Mary Martha’s CASSEROLE MINISTRY  

 
We need to replenish the stash of casseroles in the church 
freezer. 
If you want to help, here is the procedure: 

 Get a foil casserole/loaf pan from the kitchen.  
It comes with a cardboard cover. 

 You can purchase this pan at HEB.  It comes in sets of three. 

 Make your casserole or meal.  It should be about two or three servings.  
Sometimes it is convenient to make a larger recipe for yourself and share it with the 
casserole ministry.  Do not make food too spicy or too salty, since many members 
have dietary considerations. 

 Label contents and any reheating directions.  Add the date (and a personal 
message, if you like). 

 Place in a freezer bag to make it easier to transport. 

 Put in the freezer at church. 

Karen Schade is our new hospitality chairman.  If you have any questions about this ministry, please 
talk to her.  If you need some help with meals, please talk to Karen or Pastor.  We all need to help 
each other during these trying times.  It is a blessing to give as much as it is to receive! 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATING 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 
10:00 A.M. 
 
Please come and help us decorate the church.  
We need younger helpers who can climb a 
ladder to put up ornaments on the top of the 
tree. 
 
There are decorating chores that do not require 
physical strength, so come and help us! 
 
Members are encouraged to be careful of 
Covid recommendations. 
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Musical Notes 

Sunday, November 29, marks the end of the past church year 
and the beginning of the new one with Advent, looking forward 
to the birth of our Savior and also to see Christ again on 
Judgement Day. Starting with November 29, I will no longer be 
selecting the hymns; Pastor will be doing that. So, as with 
every time someone new selects the hymns, let him know if 
you have a specific favorite (or two...) and perhaps he can 
insert it/them in the new year.  

This is also the time when we think of angels with Zachariah's visit in the Temple, Mary's Annunciation, 
and the proclamation of Jesus' birth to the shepherds. A lot of people really get hung up about angels, 
thinking about them as sweet little cherubs and harp players and messengers. Many forget the fierce 
angel standing guard at the Garden of Eden or Michael's fight with the devil. There are even entire retail 
stores dedicated to angels. But what are angels? How powerful are they? What do they do? Are babies 
angels before they are born and do we turn into angels when we die? 

Renaissance artists painted images of graceful angels with tender expressions, always reaching out to 
intervene in the lives of burdened humans. We see gentle arms ready to shield us from some of the 
harshness of this world. Acting as messengers, protectors, and comforters, seraphim act only on the 
directives from the One who made them. These are created beings, not re-created humans. Since they 
exist to serve, they do not want our worship, praise, or our prayers. This heavenly host does the bidding 
of God; they do not listen to us. There are more than 250 references to angels in Scripture. 

History's most familiar angel sighting never will lose its power to draw us into the Christmas Story. Luke, 
an educated physician, records this amazing event in the Bible: "And there were shepherds living out in 
the field nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, 'Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people. Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a babe wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger…Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, 'Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace goodwill to men.'" 

Those men probably sat open-mouthed, gazing at the sky. Why us? And indeed, Why us? The angels 
gave a most intriguing message about a baby lying in a scratchy, hay-filled feed trough. This is the One 
for whom they had waited, the Messiah in Hebrew, Christ in Greek. A team of angels had the privilege of 
giving the most remarkable and memorable birth announcement of all. It was Christmas.  
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The Lutheran Women Missionary League focuses on among the people of the 
world. For over 60 years the LWML has been encouraging and equipping 
affirming each woman in her relationship with Christ to enable her to be in 
ministry women to live out their Christian lives in active mission ministries and 
to financially support global mission  
 
 

Diane Garza, our treasurer, is collecting mites on Sundays. 
Look for the special basket designated for that. 

Also. Pick up your Quarterly magazine! 
 

 
Visit http://www.lwml.org for news and devotions. 
 

2020 CHRISTMAS FAMILY GUIDELINES 
We have been given two families to support this year at Christmas. 
 
There will be a chart at church to help you choose one or more gifts for these 
families.  Some gifts are for the family (items such as laundry detergent, non-
perishable foods, cleaning supplies, etc.) and some are for the children in the 
family.  We have one family with a 13 year old boy, and we were assigned 

another family with an 8 year old girl and a 6 year old boy. 
 
We will begin collecting gifts now, and our deadline will be 

SUNDAY 
 DECEMBER 13 

 
Gifts can be placed in two laundry baskets found in the narthex.  
Pantry gifts do not need to be wrapped.   Wrap and label gifts for 
children as following: 
 Girl Family #6  
 Boy Family #6 
 Boy Family #5 
 

Monetary Donations 
You may wish to donate Walmart or HEB gift cards, or you can designate a donation toward their utility 
bill.  Checks are made out to Needs Council and in the memo line write Christmas Utility.  Place in an 
envelope and label Family #6 or Family #5. 
 
A PRAYER DURING AN EPIDEMIC 

 Almighty God, heavenly Father, give us grace to trust You during this time of 
illness and distress. In mercy put an end to the epidemic that afflicts us. Grant relief to 
those who suffer, and comfort all that mourn. Sustain all medical personnel in their labors, 
and cause Your people ever to serve You in righteousness and holiness; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen 
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CHURCH MORTGAGE  Utilizing Building Fund again. 
DATE PAID AMOUNT PAID INTEREST PRINCIPLE DAYS BALANCE Balance Forward $41,384.28 

1/2/20 $406.11  $120.70  $285.41  30 $41,098.87   
2/1/20 $406.11  $119.87  $286.24  30 $40,812.64    
3/2/20 $406.11  $119.04  $287.07  30 $40,525.56   
4/2/20 $406.11  $118.20  $287.91  30 $40,237.65    
5/1/20 $406.11  $117.36  $288.75  30 $39,948.90   
6/3/20 $406.11  $116.52  $289.59  30 $39,659.31   
7/6/20 $406.11  $115.67  $290.44  30 $39,368.87   
8/1/20 $406.11  $114.83  $291.28  30 $39,077.59   
9/4/20 $406.11  $113.98  $292.13  30 $38,785.45   

10/1/20 $406.11  $113.12  $292.99  30 $38,492.47    
11/1/20 $9,286.11  $112.27  $9,173.84  30 $29,318.63  Bldg Fund $8,880.00 

 $0.00  $0.00  $0.00   $29,318.63   
       
       

TOTALS $13,347.21  $1,281.56  $12,065.65      Current Interest Rate 3.5%. 
                             

            
         DUE 10 TH 

     PAYMENT $406.11  
       
      New Payment $406.11 as of  
      June 10, 2019 until June 2022. 
      The old interest rate was 3.00%  
      The New interest rate is 3.50%. 
       
      RLCMS paying $406.11 
      per Oct 2019 Voter's Meeting 
       

NEWS FROM THE 
HALFMANNS     The kids made 
homemade donuts after finishing the 
book Homer Price, Weston and 
Logan love dressing up like hunters 
or Davy Crockett,  Caleb enjoyed 
eating some of sisters pudding 
concoction and Hallie and Owen are 
doing some 4-H projects like show 
sheep and heifers and food 
show.  Quarantine has definitely been 

different but the kids have done pretty well.  They pray constantly for normal, but honestly all is good.  


