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Beloved in the Lord, 

When it comes to the liturgy in the Divine Service there has been something I am still wrapping 
my head around as a pastor: who is the actual doer of the liturgy? This may not be on the forefront of 
anyone else’s mind but as a man who struggles with a stutter, I really wonder sometimes whether 
someone who struggles with speaking can be effective in proclaiming God’s Word through the liturgy and 
preaching. As some of you may know, I went to college to be an actor and there was always the part of 
“getting into character” with whatever role I was cast in. Many people assumed that because I was an 
actor I would fill the role of pastor easily, but that’s not the case. I still struggle with my stutter just like I 
did when I was an actor, especially when you realize what takes place in the divine liturgy. What a pastor 
does in the liturgy is so much more than playing a part, there is something that is being done. In theater 
you are trying to “suspend disbelief” and make people believe that what is depicted on stage or screen is 
actually taking place, that real stakes are involved. The nature of acting is deception. Sure, it’s 
entertaining but it’s still deceptive in trying to make you believe that what is taking place is reality when in 
fact it’s all just rehearsed lines and movements made to seem that way. 

The liturgy is not a stage production like theater. As Rev. Paul H. D. Lang writes in his Ceremony 
and Celebration, “Liturgy is essentially something that is done…There is no liturgy until the order of 
service is done, is carried out. Liturgy is an action” (Lang, 2). What takes place in the liturgy is something 
that surpasses what any stage production could imagine: heaven meets earth in the Divine Service, 
where the Triune God descends from heaven to commune with His children in Word and Sacrament. I 
won’t get into the particulars as to what constitutes liturgy, as this is an ongoing issue, and I may discuss 
it in another newsletter article. What interests me here, and hopefully interests you is again: who is the 
actual doer of the liturgy? 

If liturgy is an action, then who is doing the action? Is it me as the pastor? Is it you as the 
congregation? Rev. Lang helps to clarify the answer: “By whom is the liturgy done? The real actor in the 
liturgy is our Lord Jesus Christ. In the liturgy He continues His high priestly office (Heb. 7-8). Together 
with Christ and through Him, the actor in the liturgy is the royal priesthood which is the body of Christ, the 
universal Christian church […] Created and moved by God, the chief function of the church is to worship 
God, to do the liturgy. In the liturgy primarily the church ‘offers up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God,’ 
and shows forth the praises of Him who has called her out of darkness into His marvelous light (1 Peter 
2:5,9). Man’s activity in the liturgy is that of response to God’s activity. But even this response is initiated 
and motivated by God” (Lang 3, emphasis mine). 

Remember these things as you join in the Divine Service on the Lord’s Day. Remember that even 
though my stutter comes and goes, it’s ultimately Christ our Lord who speaks to you through the 
proclamation of God’s sacred Word. What a great gift we have in our Lord Jesus Christ, who does not 
stop in serving us through His sacrifice on the cross, but still comes and serves us with His Word and 
with the blessed Sacraments that He instituted for our benefit. Thanks be to God for such a Savior as 
this! 
 
In Christ, Pastor Buvinghausen     1 Corinthians 2:1-2 
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TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS   

We continue in our 
study of Hebrews. 
Join us as we take 
a look at this letter 
to the Hebrews and 
seek to understand 
what it means 
within the given 
context of the 
Scriptures and our 

current events in life. 
 
If you are in the Fredericksburg Texas area and 
would like to join us some time for Bible Study, 
we meet Tuesdays at 10am. We are still 
practicing social distancing protocols and ask 
that anyone who is sick stay home and listen 
from a distance, then join us when they are in 
better health so as not to put any one at 
unnecessary risk. We hope you enjoy our study  
and that you can join us soon!  
 
Pastor is posting the Bible study online.  Attend 
in person or participate remotely. You can find a 
link to it on Facebook or the church website  
(www.resurrectionfbg.org).  
 
MORNING MATINS  
Join us Monday through 
Thursday at 9:30.  This is a 
30 minute prayer service. 
 
LUTHERAN PUBLIC RADIO 
Download the app: 
www.lutheranpublicradio.org 
Listen to Issues, Etc. 3pm – 5pm weekdays or 
on demand 
Listen to sacred music 24/7.  
 

We continue to 
encourage everyone 
who attends church to 
wear a facial covering 
as recommended by 
state and local officials. 
 

Please be cautious as you go about town on 
errands and so forth.  We continue to have 
Covid cases in Fredericksburg.  Most of us here 
at Resurrection are older, and we have many 
with underlying health conditions.  We must 
work together to insure the health of all. 

Charlotte Jayne Buvinghausen 
Infant daughter of 

Pastor and Emilia Buvinghausen 
Born Sunday, August 16, 2020 

Baptized August 30, 2020 

 
 
BANNERS  
By Barbara Mauldin 
 
Interested in creating a banner?  I just 
made three and I have several more to 
be finished.  There are books devoted 
to the process (I have 3 or 4).  There is 
Pinterest, a web site that has many, 
many ideas.  Just search church 
banners.   I paint most of my banners, 
because, well, that’s what I do.  However, you 
can create beautiful banners from various 
fabrics, such as felt or cotton or even burlap.  
We made the Palm Sunday banners from burlap 
and cotton blends. 
 
Books have simple patterns which are easily 
reproduced.  Directions for enlargement are 
included.  All you need is a sewing machine, 
although some designs can use fusible adhesive 
(like stitch witchery) to attach component parts.  
Sometimes hot glue or craft glue is useful. 
 
Most of our banners are 36 inches wide.  The 
length varies from 6 to 7 feet.  I like to use a 36 
inch 5/8 inch wooden dowel with eyehooks at 
either end to hold the cord or ribbon for hanging.  
I have also used decorative curtain rods, but 
they can be expensive.  If you are interested in 
looking at design books, just let me know.  
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HOW MANY TIMES DO WE SING A HYMN and really not pay attention to what the words say? I’m not 
talking just about new songs but old, familiar hymns also. This month I’m going to discuss “one of the most widely 
sung praise-hymns of the Christian Church” per the Handbook of the Lutheran Hymnal.  It is based on Psalms 103 
and 150. The author is Joachim Neander. The hymn was first published in Neander’s Glaub-und Liebesubung in 
1679. The translation is by Catherine Winkworth, slightly altered. This is one hymn I can tell you off the top of my 
head what the TLH number is! Please take time to meditatively read the words, comparing if you wish. 
 
Lutheran Service Book 790 

 
The Lutheran Hymnal 39 

 
Lutheran Service Book and Hymnal 
Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 
the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is 
your health and salvation! 
Let all who hear Now to His temple 
draw near, 
Joining in glad adoration! 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 
the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is 
thy Health and Salvation! 
Join the full throng; Wake, harp and 
psalter and song; 
Sound forth in glad adoration! 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 
the King of creation; 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy 
health and salvation; 
All ye who hear, Now to his temple 
draw near; 
Joining in glad adoration. 

   
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all 
things is wondrously reigning 
And, as on wings of an eagle, 
uplifting, sustaining. 
Have you not seen All that is 
needful has been 
Sent by His gracious ordaining? 

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all 
things so wondrously reigneth, 
Who, as on wings of an eagle, 
uplifteth, sustaineth. 
Hast thou not seen How thy desires 
all have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth? 

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all 
things so wondrously reigneth, 
Shelters thee under his wings, yea, 
so gently sustaineth: 
Hast thou not seen All that is 
needful hath been 
Granted in what he ordaineth. 

   Praise to the Lord, who has 
fearfully, wondrously, made you, 
Health has bestowed and, when 
heedlessly falling, has stayed you. 
What need or grief Ever has failed 
of relief? 
Wings of His mercy did shade you. 

Praise to the Lord, who hath 
fearfully, wondrously, made thee; 
Health hath vouchsafed and, when 
heedlessly falling, hath stayed thee. 
What need or grief Ever hath failed 
of relief?-- 
Wings of His mercy did shade thee. 

 

   Praise to the Lord, who will prosper 
your work and defend you; 
Surely His goodness and mercy 
shall daily attend you. 
Ponder anew What the Almighty 
can do 
As with His love He befriends you. 

Praise to the Lord, who doth 
prosper thy work and defend thee, 
Who from the heavens the streams 
of His mercy doth send thee. 
Ponder anew What the Almighty 
can do, 
Who with His love doth befriend 
thee. 

Praise to the Lord, who doth 
prosper thy work and defend thee; 
Surely his goodness and mercy here 
daily attend thee. 
Ponder anew What the Almighty 
can do, 
If with his love he befriend thee! 

   Praise to the Lord! O let all that is 
in me adore Him! 
All that has life and breath, come 
now with praises before Him! 
Let the Amen Sound from His 
people again; 
Gladly forever adore Him! 

Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is 
in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come 
now with praises before Him! 
Let the Amen Sound from His 
people again; 
Gladly for aye we adore Him. 

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is 
in me adore him; 
All that hath life and breath, come 
now with praises before Him! 
Let the Amen Sound from his 
people again; 
Gladly for aye we adore him. Amen 

 
Amen indeed!  
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The Lutheran Women Missionary League focuses on among the people of the 

world. For over 60 years the LWML has been encouraging and equipping 
affirming each woman in her relationship with Christ to enable her to be in 

ministry women to live out their Christian lives in active mission ministries and 
to financially support global mission  

 
 
 

Diane Garza, our treasurer, is collecting mites on Sundays. 
Look for the special basket designated for that. 

 
 
After speaking with a few of the members of Mary 
Martha, it seems like we will have to postpone our Fall 
Bazaar until next year.  I would like to hear from 
everyone, so please call me or email me or text 
me with your opinion.  I have been involved with 
many things that were cancelled, such as the OPA 
Convention, the Plein Air convention, The Die 
Kunstler annual show and sale… just to name a few.  
Many things have gone virtual, but we can hardly 
have a virtual sale!  When we surveyed the members 
of Die Kunstler about the November art sale and 
show, only ten out of sixty three members wanted to 
participate.  We decided to cancel two weeks ago.  It 
is always hard to cancel good things, but we do need 
to decide one way or the other.  I have about 30 
hanging kitchen towels, 20+ crocheted pot holders, 
and 5 hats and scarves that I made for the sale, but 
they can wait until next year, if that is the decision. 

 

Visit http://www.lwml.org for news and devotions 
 
Visit our website (www.resurrectionfbg.org)  
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PRAYER  MINISTRY 

 “You will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will hear you.” Jer. 29:12 

PRAY  FOR 

All people battling coronavirus throughout the world. 
Jim and Karen Crist – as they move to Arkansas 
Nancy Timmer  

Lorilea Wenzel (Dolph & Carolyn’s daughter-in-law) – brain tumor.  
Carolyn Wenzel – battling lung fibrosis 

Kay  Klaus – health concerns 
Wayne Mikeska – health concerns 
Donald Klaus 
Sharon Feller 
Loretta Lowe 
Evelyn Martin 
Orman Kalien 
Jewel Floyd 
Walter Wilcox 
Billy Charles Mikeska 
Candice Dominguez -- (Tillie’s niece) breast cancer 
Seth Nordmeyer – Kristine (Robert’s) husband; MS 
Prayer of thanksgiving that Clayton Mauldin and his family recovered from Covid-19. 
Pray for our congregation & the work of the Gospel here in Fredericksburg & the surrounding 
area.  
 

Note from your newsletter editor:  PLEASE tell us about updates on the people you place on the prayer 
list.  If someone is doing well and can be removed, let us know.  We try to keep the information fresh, 
and we depend on your help to do so.  
 

 

The theme for LWML Sunday 2020 (usually first Sunday in 
October) is based on Jesus’ words to the chief priests and 
Pharisees found in Matthew 21:43 that … The kingdom of God 
will be … given to a people producing its fruits. As people of 
the kingdom of God, God graciously nurtures us and 
generously gives us everything we need to produce fruit for the 
kingdom during the fruit-bearing season of our lives. In 
response to God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit 
through Word and Sacrament, Kingdom People (in the LWML) 
Produce Kingdom Fruit for the season of our whole life on this 
earth. 
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DATE PAID AMOUNT PAID INTEREST PRINCIPLE DAYS BALANCE Balance Forward $41,384.28 
1/2/20 $406.11  $120.70  $285.41  30 $41,098.87   
2/1/20 $406.11  $119.87  $286.24  30 $40,812.64    
3/2/20 $406.11  $119.04  $287.07  30 $40,525.56   
4/2/20 $406.11  $118.20  $287.91  30 $40,237.65    
5/1/20 $406.11  $117.36  $288.75  30 $39,948.90   
6/3/20 $406.11  $116.52  $289.59  30 $39,659.31   
7/6/20 $406.11  $115.67  $290.44  30 $39,368.87   
8/1/20 $406.11  $114.83  $291.28  30 $39,077.59   

  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00   $39,077.59   
  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00   $39,077.59    
  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00   $39,077.59   
  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00   $39,077.59   
        
        
TOTALS $3,248.88  $942.19  $2,306.69      Current Interest Rate 3.5%. 
                             
             
         DUE 10 TH 
      PAYMENT $406.11  
        
       New Payment $406.11 as of  
       June 10, 2019 until June 2022. 
       The old interest rate was 3.00%  
       The New interest rate is 3.50%. 
        
       RLCMS paying $406.11 
       per Oct 2019 Voter's Meeting 

 


